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April 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Spring is finally here and before you know it, school will be out for the summer! We love Spring time in
GSD as we have many special programs that are happening in all of our buildings. Don’t forget to check
with your child’s school on what events will take place in April, May and June. Please make sure to follow
your child’s school and the district on twitter and Facebook. If you follow the hashtags #GSDPride,
#HappyGSD, #SpringintoGSD, #MarauderPride on Twitter, you will see amazing pictures from all over
the district of what great educational and fun activities our students at GSD are taking part in!
Your partner in education,
Amy Conway
Superintendent

Spark’s Corner
Research shows that being happy and positive primes the brain to be more
successful and productive. Promoting positivity will enhance our student’s
academic ability and develop them into happy and positive thinkers and
leaders. Each month we will highlight a building or staff member that is
spreading “The Orange” (Happiness) through Gibraltar!

Our Food Service Staff is choosing to be orange every Monday
by wearing their orange t-shirts showing their sparks of orange.
Food Service Staff greet students at breakfast and lunch with
smiles
and sharing conversations, hoping this spreads a
ripple effect of happiness to others. This is a great way to start
the week as a reminder to be orange every day.

Happiness is contagious!!!

Carlson Boy’s Swim Team Has Record Breaking Year!
Congratulations to the boy’s swim program on the best season in Carlson
High School’s history! Carlson went undefeated this season winning its first
league championship in over 20 years. The swimmers broke 10 of the 13 pool
records during the season. Carlson then
went on to finish 6th in division 2 at the state
meet. The team was led by its all-league
swimmers AJ Lang, Matt Williams, John
Cameron, Todd Taylor, Christian Taylor,
Matt Batchev, Chris Herman, and Ben
Conroy; as well as the 2019 Monroe News Region Coach of the Year, Ryan
Camilleri! Great season by the young men of CHS!

District Kindergarten Night Welcomes New Families
All four Gibraltar District elementary schools (Chapman, Hunter,
Parsons and Weiss) hosted Kindergarten Night on March 20th from
6:30-8:00. This event allowed new Kindergarten families to complete
their registration, tour the schools, and meet the Kindergarten teams
and principals. There were many fun activities for the students to do
along with their families including taking pictures in front of a “Future
Marauder” backdrop, scanning QR codes with videos featuring the day
and the life of a Kindergartner, shopping at the Scholastic Book Fair
and taking a bus ride with a family member.
After introductions, students were led to classrooms to
complete an activity and craft while parents participated in a
presentation facilitated by Kindergarten teachers and the
principal. Our newest Kindergartners put on their Future
Marauder T-shirts and explored a GoNoodle Activity to
finish up the evening. Schools had many volunteers from
the National Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society
and even The Orange Squad to assist in this fun
experience. Gibraltar School District is so excited to
welcome the Class of 2032!

Energy Update (Tim Condon, Energy Specialist)
Over the Spring Break we will be saving energy by using only what is needed in our buildings.
As an added incentive the Energy Team is giving out a $25.00 gift card to 3 winners who sign the Audit card and
have their room / area shut down. Audit cards will be picked up over the Spring break and winners drawn 4-8-2019.
This is also a great time to check some things at home to help you save on your own energy bills (Energy saving
ideas are from Energy.Gov)








Turn ceiling fan direction counter clockwise (as you look up at it) to bring the air straight down.
Open windows to naturally cool your home without switching on the AC.
Replace your HVAC filter before running the AC. Inspect the AC and if needed call a reputable
Heating & Cooling company to address any problems before the AC is needed in the hot weather.
Cook outside, this helps keep the heat out of your home by using an outdoor grill instead of indoor
ovens.
Bring in sunlight and switch off artificial lights.
Set your thermostat higher while you are not at home.
Use bathroom fans to remove heat and humidity from your home.

Carlson Student Earns Gold Award
Carlson student, Avery Sugarbaker, earned her Gold
Award from the Girl Scouts organization, an award she
earned through her Pencils & Paperbacks program that
she created in middle school. Avery’s love of reading and
writing fostered her goal to start a creative writing and
reading program that gets middle school students more
interested in creative writing. Avery, a 12-year girl scout,
earned this highest honor through multiple fundraising
efforts and collaborative work with staff and students at both the middle and high
school. Through fundraising, she was able to purchase supplies so that each student
earned a drawstring backpack filled with a composition notebook, pencils, and a novel.
Additionally, she created a curriculum bag for teachers so that they can use the
program within their classrooms. All of these efforts culminated in a final event held in the CHS cafeteria
that drew attendees from Carlson and surrounding districts like Flat Rock, Airport, and Woodhaven. This
event was a resounding success! Avery shared her presentation and display with the Girl Scouts of
Southeastern Michigan to receive her Gold Award and even created a community Facebook page to
showcase her work. On top of all of this, Avery is a published author with her book available on Amazon.
Congratulations to Avery and thank you for showing Marauder Pride and demonstrating a commitment to
combining service with passion that supports academic excellence! We cannot wait to see what the
future has in store for you!
Second Grade Scientists and Scholars
Parsons’ second graders had a lot of fun modeling how seeds are
dispersed in a habitat. Each group was assigned a bird and “flew” to
different trees. The birds “ate” fruits from the different trees. Then the
fruits were collected in the stomach and later dropped around the
habitat. Second graders used this model to try and understand why
no new Chalta Trees are growing in the Bengal Tiger Reserve in
India.
Second graders have also been writing pen pal letters to one
another. They are writing two and three paragraph friendly letters
which include a heading, a greeting, a body, a closing, as well as a
signature. These letters were delivered in envelopes that were
addressed to the recipients and included their return address (Our
school address). The students even drew a cute little stamp in the top
right corner. Secretly, the second graders delivered the letters to their
pen pal’s classroom. You’ve got mail!

Carlson Robotics Team
Carlson’s Robotics team, the Terror Bytes, participated in the Lincoln Consolidated
School District event on March 22nd and 23rd. The team was looking to build off its best
finish ever just a few weeks ago in Gibraltar. The Terror Bytes started strong and held
the number one spot after the first three matches. After twelve matches, Carlson
finished in ninth place out of forty-one teams. In the alliance selection, the Terror Bytes
were selected in the first round as part of the fifth alliance. In the playoffs, their alliance
upset the number four team in the quarterfinals, but fell in the semi-finals to the eventual
champion. When awards were handed out, the Terror Bytes took home the Quality
Award for consistency and excellence throughout the day. There were a number of firsts
at the Lincoln event for this program. First time finishing in the top 10, the first time being
picked in the first round, first time leading an event in offensive ranking, first playoff win
and the first time winning the Quality Award. The students and mentors now wait to see if they have scored
enough points to advance to the state championship in April.

Transportation Department Update
On Saturday, March 16th we had volunteers help unload a truck
with food and stack boxes in the storage area for the Gibraltar
Food Pantry. They are in need of volunteers every third
Saturday. We are excited to be able to help our community and to
be a part of the Gibraltar Food Panty team.

Food Service
Our lunch staff actively pursues being ORANGE and is embracing SPRING. The new menus
are featuring SPRINGTIME favorites like All American Hot Dogs, Chicken Pineapple Bowls, &
BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches. HOP on over for lunch! We know you'll want to JUMP right
in. You'll be feeling ORANGE in no time!
We've got something planned as we get into the final stretch of the 2018-2019 school year that
is sure to spread those positive vibes and SPARK some joy!
Thank you for stopping by and seeing us at the Robotics concessions. Pizzas & pretzels were flying off the
shelves. We were so energized by the atmosphere and it was great to see all the team camaraderie. Thank you to
all our staff who worked so hard during the competition.

Hunter’s Camp Wanna Read
March Reading Month is taken very seriously at Hunter
Elementary. Reading Month at Hunter is time to promote
students love for reading, reset home reading patterns and
to model and encourage recreational reading. The Hunter
parents and staff work together to transform the library into
an inviting campground with tents, canoes, lanterns, grizzly
bears, waterfalls, pine trees and campfires. Their parent’s
community spent time decorating the entire perimeter of the
library with “camp themed” decorations. This is a WHOLE school celebration. Each
classroom spent a half day in “Camp-Wanna Read,” reinforcing authentic reading
practices and the joy of recreational reading. Hunter made sure to incorporate our
District one-to-one technology during camp and students were using both
paperback text and digital texts during camp. Students used flashlights to go on
word-hunts and made camp themed trail mix and smores to enjoy while they kicked
back in a boat with a good book.
As Dr. Seuss says, “You’re never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book and read to a child.”

Shumate Gives LOCKS of Love
Shumate Teachers, Debbie Turley, Sam DeAngelo, and Beth Iott donated
their hair for a fantastic cause, and did so with the entire student body
watching. These teachers have been growing their hair for months
specifically for this event. The hair collected was donated to an organization
that makes wigs for children that have lost their hair while undergoing cancer
treatment. Roughly 100 Shumate students were in the library for the event
and watched the teachers lose their locks for this great cause. The event
was also streamed online thanks to the Carlson Digital Media team, allowing
every Seahawk to take part using their Chromebooks. Some of the most important lessons our students need to
learn are rooted in caring for others and empathy. These three teachers knocked this lesson out of the park!

Lakeshore Virtual
LVS would like to recognize our March Student of the Month--Ahmed Abdul-Latif. Each Student of
the Month is based off of our acronym LVS Pride. Our second letter, V, represents Versatility. This
student has shown versatility at LVS by participating in a variety of activities. Besides excelling in his
LVS courses, Ahmed is currently working on memorizing the Quran, has a red belt in Taekwondo
and plays soccer for Downriver Rush. He also loves to read and build a variety of Lego creations.
We are extremely proud of Ahmed and are thrilled to recognize him as our Student of the Month for
Versatility.
Also, each month, LVS will be recognizing a Teacher of the Month determined by our students. For
March, students awarded Ms. Wagner with this award. Ms. Wagner has been teaching at LVS for
two years. She has a Bachelor’s degree from U of M--Dearborn with a double major in English and
Special Education and she is the Play Director at THS. Students voted for Ms. Wagner for a variety
of reasons. Students appreciate her hard work and dedication to helping them at all times during
day, even at the least convenient time. She is extremely caring, positive, and excepting and makes
an effort to help students be the same. LVS staff and students are very proud of Ms. Wagner’s
accomplishments. Congratulations Ms. Wagner on being Lakeshore’s Teacher of the Month!

District Celebrates STEM and Innovation with our Students
Ping pong balls are launched, tops are spinning, robotic hands
are being tested, air cannons are blowing away some of the
competition, STEM fair is in full gear at Chapman and across the
elementary buildings. March is the completion of our district
STEM fair competitions. Students in third through fifth grade
have been working hard for the past three months following the
engineering design process and taking more ownership of their
learning through STEM.
Each grade starts with a question and a task to complete. Students then take steps by choosing a project, imaging
different ways of completing the task, planning out the steps, designing/building models, testing those models and
improving them based on testing data. Third graders choose between designing bridges or spinning structures,
working on scientific concepts such as friction, balance, forces and sources of energy. Fourth graders choose
between designing catapults or air cannons, working on scientific concepts such as forces, levers, measurement,
air pressure and friction. Fifth graders choose between designing robotic hands or Rube Goldberg machines, both
designs capable of carrying out a series of tasks. Students were working on scientific concepts such as tension,
structure, flexibility, energy transfers, simple machines and forms of energy.
The process of STEM fair is for students to see and work through the engineering
design process. Students had many “ah-ha” moments the past three months
culminating with building challenge fairs. In each building fair students compete for the
title of Classroom finalists and building level finalists from each grade. The building
finalists move on to compete at the district level. At Chapman we had 17 building
finalists that are moving onto the District competition. In third grade Nathan Anderson,
Jaxon Angeles, Christopher Sulewski, Noah Saavedra and Gabriella Vitale built and
spun their way into the district competition with their designs. In fourth grade Jack
Pappas, Ethan Hoover, Evan Eaton, Cole Matthews, Mia Jackson, and Nicholas
Rooding launched and blew away the competition to become Building Finalists. In fifth
grade Allison Gresham, Katelyn Maher, Elana Bruner, Laila Wilson, Erin Watson and
Samantha Podgorski all out designed the competition to become Building Finalists. We wish them all the best of
luck at the district competition. Through the process and with all the projects we all learned new things. STEM
education drives learning through doing. Check out our STEM fair recap video to see more of our Chapman
Chargers at work. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qkHiooKbFNAe8H4Lp3lCEv6tHqG7CdcT/view?usp=sharing.
Michael Budziak, STEM Tech Teacher Chapman-Parsons

Downriver STEM @ Weiss
Mrs. Fountain's 5th grade class has been working on
"Genius Hour" Projects. Students chose a topic they were
interested in learning more about. Every week they were
given time in class to research their topic so that they could
become an expert on that subject. They then wrote an
informational paper on it and completed some type of
finished project. Some examples of the projects they chose
to make were: videos, posters, books, and cardboard
cutouts. Students then had a chance to share their expertise on their topics with
other students as well as some parents who visited our classroom!

On March 12th, Downriver STEM at Weiss showed off some of the amazing things happening in our
school. This was our first STEM Expo and it was an opportunity to show all the STEM learning that is
happening within our school. We had classrooms working on EiE kits, makerspaces, Genius Hours
projects, PBL projects, and more! It was great to see some of the creations that the students came up
with! Great Job Wildcats!

Chapman Celebrates “March Reading Month” with Daily Challenges and Guest Readers
Chapman celebrated March Reading Month with a calendar
full of daily activities for students to participate in either at
school or at home with their families. Some fun examples of
activities include Read with a Flashlight Day, Read a Comic
Strip or Newspaper Day, Read in your PJs Day, Read to your
Stuffed Animal Day and many more! Chapman also
participated in D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read)
throughout the Month of March.
Also to celebrate, Chapman invited guests to read to
our students. We had parents, past students,
Superintendent Amy Conway, School Board
President Christie Conroy-Heinz, State
Representative Darrin Camilleri and community
members visit Chapman and shared the love of
reading with our Chargers. Thank you to everyone
that made this such an enjoyable community event
for Chapman!

Cooperative for Special Education Services
The Michigan Transition Services Association (MTSA) held their annual conference March 11th through 13th. Two
members of Carlson HS Special Education Department participated along with other teachers and administrators
from across our Cooperative for Special Education Services. At the MTSA conference, we were reminded of the
importance of compliance, ensuring participation of students at their IEPs starting at 16 years old, and to work
cooperatively with adult agencies when considering training, employment, education and independent living. The
most powerful message came from a parent and former CEO of Walgreens.
Randy Lewis is a former CEO of Walgreens. He was responsible for all of Walgreen's distribution centers and the
10,000 employees that handled the merchandise, orders, and materials shared with all of their pharmacies across
the United States. Randy is also a parent of a student with ASD. His vision was to find a way for people with
mental and physical disabilities to have the same work expectations, goals and wages as those without
disabilities. Randy designed and opened the first distribution facility to employ 40% of its work force with people
with disabilities. Randy's story about his son and work at Walgreens is inspiring and a motivator to all businesses to
find ways of employing people with special needs.
Our secondary teachers work and plan to meet the needs of students. It is important to have students and parents
as active participants in their IEP when Transition Services are addressed starting at age 16. There are school and
work opportunities for all students after leaving school. By including the participation of schools, students, and
parents we can work together towards our goals. I would like to see more of our local businesses employee
members of our community with special needs. It is inspiring to see companies like Walgreens is seeking
opportunities to employee people with disabilities.
I wish you all a very safe and restful Spring Break. I hope for those that travel to warmer climates that you bring
some of that sunshine back with you to us in Michigan.
Best wishes,
Sean Waymaster, Director of Special Education
Flat Rock, Gibraltar, Grosse Ile, and Huron Schools

Elementary District STEM Challenge Fair Winners

3rd Grade:
1st Place: Brady Biro, Bottle Top
2nd Place: Nathan Anderson, Twister 9000
3rd Place: Olivia Syck, The Dizzy Disc
4th Grade:
1st Place: Drew Biro, Fling King
2nd Place: Rowan O’Connell, Air Cannon Rowan
3rd Place: Evan Eaton, Furious Fighter
5th Grade:
1st Place: Allison Gresham, Engineering Emojis
2nd Place: Addison Skinner, Robotic Hand
3rd Place: Brayden Mantz, Rube Goldberg

Thank you everyone for your continued support of the STEM Challenge Fair Program!

MAINTENANCE and GROUNDS
Now that winter is slowly winding down we are experiencing an influx of potholes
and broken concrete. This is something that we struggle with each year. We are
doing everything we can to keep up with the potholes. We use what is called cold
patch to fill the holes throughout the winter. The school district has nine
properties to maintain and we welcome your help with identifying the many areas
that need attention. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the
maintenance of the district properties please feel free to contact Kelly Greenhalgh,
Director of Operations at (734)379-6377. Have a wonderful spring.

