Gibraltar School District
19370 Vreeland Road, Woodhaven, MI 48183

www.gibdist.net

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Wow! What a winter it has been so far! Things still may be cold, but Spring is right around the corner and
as we head toward Spring, please remember to join us on March 1st and 2nd as Gibraltar has once again
been selected to host the FIRST Robotics competition at Carlson High School. Another one of our
favorite Spring events is Kindergarten Roundup! Please read below about this fun and informative event
and please remind family and friends to register their child soon!
Think Spring!
Amy Conway
Superintendent
Spark’s Corner
Research shows that being happy and positive primes the brain to be more
successful and productive. Promoting positivity will enhance our student’s
academic ability and develop them into happy and positive thinkers and
leaders. Each month we will highlight a building or staff member that is
spreading “The Orange” (Happiness) through Gibraltar!
One of the best ways to spread
Happiness is by helping and supporting
others. GSD does an amazing job
giving back and lending support. I would like to highlight two
events that happened in the last few weeks that promotes
positivity, working together, and leadership. The first event is
Carlson Basketball’s annual Shooting with the Stars event.
Carlson’s boys and girls basketball players team up to face teams
from the Jo Brighton Skills Center. This event has grown to a
large community event and the students help and support each
other during the games and there is also a lot of smiles and fun!
Players receive a special t-shirt and we have numerous
volunteers that make this event possible.
The Carlson cheer team hosted the Pat Christiansen memorial
cheer competition on Friday night. More than 80 students and 10
staff members attended to cheer on the girls. Also at least one
member of EVERY Carlson state championship cheer team was in
attendance to represent their team. It was a testament to the
positive culture in Gibraltar and a reminder of our saying “once a
marauder, always a marauder.”

Kindergarten Round Up
Do you have a child at home who will be five years old on
or before September 1, 2019? Do you know someone who
does, perhaps a friend or a neighbor? If so, Gibraltar
School District has a spot waiting just for them in our
kindergarten classrooms next year! Gibraltar School District
offers both a traditional Kindergarten program as well as a
Young Fives Kindergarten program. Both of these
programs have a strong focus on the math and literacy
skills needed for a solid foundation through the course of
the formative elementary years. Registration will open at
each elementary school’s office on February 19, 2019.
Please join us for an informational night, for parents and
prospective students, on March 20th at 6:30. These will be
held in each elementary building. Visit our website for more information!
http://www.gibdist.net/about/register-students/kindergarten-young-5s-registration

Carlson High School Celebrates Academic and Athletic Excellence
Carlson High School continues to have reasons to celebrate academic
and athletic excellence. Carlson senior, Walter Turner, received two large
academic and athletic scholarships that will cover his tuition as he attends
Siena Heights University this Fall. Carlson senior, Charles “Chaz” Phipps,
received his appointment to attend West Point Military Academy in the fall.
Chaz has spent all four years preparing in leadership, athletic, and
academics to receive this prestigious appointment.
We continue to be impressed with the current freshman class at Carlson.
Many of these students are attempting to (and succeeding in) testing out
of a variety of classes. By testing out as freshman, this gives students
more flexibility and choice in academic courses over the course of their
academic careers.

Carlson Seniors, Walter Turner (L) and Charles
“chaz” Phipps(R).

Chapman Update
Chapman really starts the new year running! There are over 100
students signed up for Running Club that runs every Tuesday
and Thursday mornings. It is amazing to see the dedication of
students (and parents) to arrive early to school and participate in
this amazing event. Research shows that exercise before school
increases grades and test scores as well as decreasing behavior
management challenges.
Chapman third, fourth and fifth graders volunteered with
surrounding elementary schools in Kids Against Hunger event in
partnership with the Kiwanis club on Saturday, February 2nd. Students packed food for the less
fortunate in our own community as well as where the US military flies humanitarian aid. This
was a great opportunity for students to serve their community and beyond.

Energy Savings Update
Our Energy Program has been very successful! Over the Holiday break we achieved a 100% set back at every
building thanks to the effort of all staff.
From the start of the Energy Program:

These reductions are equivalent to:

Currently we are updating our
applications to Energy Star to
get our buildings Energy Star
rated.
In 2017 Chapman, Hunter,
Parsons and Carlton/Shumate
received the Energy Star
Award. This means that those
buildings are operating more
efficiently than 75% of similar
K-12 buildings throughout the
United States. This is fantastic
and a real credit to our district.

Thank you to everyone for all the efforts to help save energy and make the Gibraltar School District great!

Technologically Savvy First Graders
The first graders at Parsons Elementary School have been consistently utilizing technology
in their daily literacy program. A two-day professional development program in Grand
Rapids gave their teachers the knowledge and tools necessary to implement instruction.
Upon the arrival of the I-pads, the students began recording oral readings of their daily
journals onto Seesaw, an app with student driven digital portfolios and simple parent
communication. Next, the students explored using an app called Educreations to practice
writing sight words on a daily basis, at school and at home. Furthermore, the students have
been using Seesaw to display their knowledge of text features and practice reading strategies, within Reader’s Workshop
and Guided Reading Groups. In addition, the students have used the I-pads in conjunction with the new Amplify Science
Curriculum to document their knowledge of structures used to protect living things from predators. In conclusion, the first
grade team and their students are thrilled to be making use of the new one-to-one culture in numerous ways!

Lakeshore Virtual School
LVS is excited to welcome Ms. Danielle Zachary as their new administrator. Ms. Zachary has 15 years’
experience in the education field as a teacher, coach, summer administrator, and college-lecturer. She
is committed to providing students with a positive and supportive learning environment. For more about
Ms. Zachary, check out the LVS website: https://www.gibdist.net/lakeshore-virtual/meet-the-principal.
Also, LVS would like to recognize student Deryck Rozell. Deryck came to LVS this past October as a
determined and focused 7th grader. He had some challenges as his goal is to be a 9th grader by the
Fall of 2019. Deryck was up for the challenge, and like his favorite video games with Mario, he crushed
his classes like Mario jumping on Goombas. He continued to “Level Up” at an incredible rate and by the end of the first
semester, Deryck completed 11 courses! Thus, starting this winter, Deryck will be an 8th grader. Way to Go Deryck!!

Robotics
Carlson High School Robotics has been working hard over the last couple weeks. Twenty
students have been working on build, electrical, social media, and marketing teams to get
us ready for the competition season. FIRST robotics revealed the 2019 game on January
5th. The program allows 6 weeks of unlimited time for students to build a robot. Team 6528,
The Terror Bytes, is creating a robot that will be able to place hatch panels and be able to
load cargo (playground balls) onto the ship as well. Gibraltar School District will be hosting
an event the 1st week of competition this year. Stop by Carlson High School on March 1st
and 2nd to see the 40 teams in action. It will be free to get in and is a great event for the
entire family.

Maintenance Department
Construction of the new gym at Chapman is coming along as expected. The snow and
extreme temperatures have slowed progress for the moment. Speaking of extreme
temperatures, our maintenance department has been working tirelessly to maintain the heat
in all of the Gibraltar School District facilities. Our grounds department is ensuring that all
driveways and parking lots are as free of ice and snow as they possibly can be. Please use
caution when traveling to and from your vehicle.
We would like to congratulate Sandy Dudek for being the successful applicant for the Head Custodian position at
Shumate Middle School. Sandy brings a wealth of knowledge to the Shumate custodial staff and will do an
outstanding job. We would also like to congratulate Amanda Fritz for being the successful applicant for the
temporary Head Custodian position at Hunter Elementary.

Downriver STEM @ Weiss
The third graders at DownriverSTEM@ Weiss have blasted off into space with
Mission Moon partnered with Lego Education. This program is part of Lego
League Jr. that is designed to introduce young children to the STEM process
and working collaboratively with others to solve problems. The students will be
working in teams of 4-5 and will be given many
different challenges to complete as a team. The
main goal of Moon Mission is to see if students
can create an idea to support life on the
moon. The students will be studying what all
living things need to survive on Earth using our
Amplify Science Curriculum and then comparing
these needed items to what the moon has to
offer. The students will be researching using
nonfiction material, taking notes on their findings, calculating options, solving
problems as a team, presenting information they found, designing prototypes, coding
robotic motors using Lego WeDo 2.0 and so much more. Follow our third graders
Mission Moon challenge from your own personal mission control center on
Twitter @3rdgradeWeiss.
If you have any hobbies, skills, resources, or ways you feel you could help our third grade Mission Moon please
contact Mr. Bezeau.

Recognizing Transportation Drivers, Beth Fowler and Sharon Murphy
The Transportation Department would like to recognize Beth Fowler and Sharon Murphy as the outstanding support
employees for the month of February.
Beth has 30 years of service at GSD and plans to retire at the end of this year. She is a driver and
trainer. Her children attended Gibraltar Schools and were coaches for rowing and one was a welding
teacher for our VOC Program. She still has a daughter-in-law that is a teacher at Carlson and her
grandchildren now attend Gibraltar Schools. Beth has only called off once in 30 years. She’s always
willing to help as needed and goes the extra mile for her students. At the end of each day she would
ask “Do you need anything before I leave”? Beth will truly be missed.
Sharon Murphy has 12 years of service at GSD. Sharon started as a lunch monitor then
became a bus aide and now is a driver. Sharon’s two children have graduated from Gibraltar
Schools and she still has family members attending. Sharon is always so pleasant while at work
and is willing to help as needed. She gives her students high-fives when they get on the bus and
tells them to have a good day when they get off. If she has concerns about her students, she
will follow up and make sure that they are safe. Sharon is a true asset to our team and we
appreciate all that she does. Thank you, Sharon!

Food Service
Studies Show Students…
• Have longer attention spans
• Perform better at complex tasks
• Score better on standardized tests
• Are more alert
• Miss fewer days of school
• Are generally healthier
…when they eat breakfast!
Breakfast is offered daily for ALL students at all Gibraltar Public Schools.
If your student qualifies for FREE or Reduced Price lunches, they also get FREE or Reduced price breakfasts.

CSI STEM at Shumate
The Shumate 8th grade elective course, Crime Scene Investigation, has
become extremely popular among students over the past few years. CSI
utilizes forensic science investigative methods as a basis to create additional
opportunities for STEM learning at Shumate. Students in Mr. Sikora’s
8th grade CSI class examine mock crime scenes through the lens of a
forensic scientist, as they learn how many STEM principles relate to the
analysis of a crime scene. The semester long course has two overarching
learning objectives for students:
1.
2.

Provide a relevant means of combining science, technology and math
Examine STEM based career pathways related to forensic science

Through this very unique class, students learn how to utilize a variety of forensic materials, strategies and
techniques to solve “crimes”. Throughout the semester, local and state law enforcement, along with Border Patrol
frequently visit to convey real world applications of the student learning. Throughout these scenarios, Mr. Sikora
helps students strengthen observation and laboratory skills using within the realm of forensic science.

1:1 Technology is an Accelerator for Good Teaching at Hunter
Hunter Elementary staff and students are seeing many benefits to embedding 1-1
technology into their instruction. Three big benefits; staff are reporting an increased
differentiation of student instruction, publishing for a real-world audience, and
increased student motivation.
Students are receiving individual math problems to
solve, e-books to read, and websites/topics to
research through 1:1 technology. With the help of our
Chromebooks and iPads both content delivery and
students’ assignments are varied based on students’
interests and readiness levels.
Both in their classroom and in their special area
classes (STEM and Art) students are publishing their work to SeeSaw for their
parents to see. Students are publishing pictures of their work, writing excerpts and
videos they have made to an audience beyond their classroom.
In our third through fifth grade classes we have an increased focus on text
dependent writing. Students motivation for this type of work has increased when they are able to respond to each
other's writing, virtually receive comments from their teacher in Google Classroom as well as highlight, cut and
paste text.

Gibraltar School District
Amy Conway, Superintendent
19370 Vreeland Road, Woodhaven, MI 48183
Visit our website at: www.gibdist.net

Phone (734) 379-6351

Fax (734) 379-6353

Dear Gibraltar Families,
Educating students is our number one priority at Gibraltar Schools and when the decision is made to close school due
to inclement weather, the decision is taken very seriously. As a district, we recognize that closing school can have a
major impact on our families and that our preference is to always have students in school and learning.
While the decision to close school ultimately rests on myself as the Superintendent, I work closely with district
administrators, local authorities, the National Weather Service, multiple neighboring school districts, and all of our
municipalities to make the best informed decision possible. Gibraltar School District rests in five municipalities. This
means five cities that have different types of roads and plowing procedures. District staff must review road conditions
that can vary significantly based on individual city snow removal procedures, etc. There are other school districts within
two of our municipalities, so I am also communicating with these districts, checking to see what information they are
getting from staff and other authorities who are driving their roads.
Additionally, this decision means considering our collaboration agreements with the DCTC (Downriver Career
Technical Consortium) program, made up of nine Downriver districts that all bus students to the local DCTC bus hub in
Flat Rock, as well as our special education consortium (shared special education services) with three other districts.
Each of these consortiums provides transportation services as far as the outer edge of the Downriver area. All of
these programs and partnerships that Gibraltar participates in provide educational experiences that are exceptional
and inclusive for our students, and also require a lot of coordination among many districts, especially during inclement
weather.
Because no two inclement weather days are identical, it is impossible to help parents predict when school will be
closed. Ideally, school is called before inclement weather hits in order to provide our families the most possible time to
make adjustments to their busy schedules. As you are well aware, the weather forecast in Michigan can fluctuate by
the minute and occasionally last minute cancellations are necessary or predicted storms may fizzle out or change
paths. The factors that impact specific decisions are wind, ice, visibility, previous and current snow accumulation,
forecast for rapid temperature changes and plowed and salted roads. When snow falls during the morning pick up or
afternoon drop off, it can make travel difficult. We do recognize this and are grateful for our skillfully trained bus drivers
who take it slow and steady to get our students to their destinations safely. Please keep in mind, that our students
safety is the predominant factor in this decision and that sometimes the weather does not cooperate.
Closing school is never an easy thing to do, and often, no perfect decision exists. I hope that by sharing the multiple
variables that are considered when deciding to close school provides you with the most accurate information regarding
the process for making this very difficult decision.

Your Partner in Education,

Amy Conway
Amy Conway
Superintendent

It is the policy of the Gibraltar School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender/sex, age, disability, height, weight or marital
status in its programs, services or activities. The following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the discrimination policies: Inquiries
related to discrimination to Ms. Amy Conway, Superintendent 19370 Vreeland Road, Woodhaven, MI 48183

Mini Marauders Baseball League – 2019 Season Information

Online Registration Only from 1/15/19---3/1/19

Visit our website to register:
http://minimaraudersbaseball.sportngin.com
Click on the Registration tab and follow the online instructions

Programs Offered
Division
T-Ball
Coach Pitch
8U Baseball (Coach/Kid
Pitch)
8U Softball
10U Baseball
10U Softball
12U Baseball
12U Softball
14U Baseball
14U Softball

Gender
Co-ed
Co-ed
Boys

Ages
4-5
5-6
7-8

Game Days
Saturday mornings
Tues, Thurs
Mon, Wed

Cost
$50
$70
$70

Girls
Boys
Girls
Boys
Girls
Boys
Girls

7-8
9-10
9-10
11-12
11-12
13-14
13-14

Mon, Wed
Mon, Wed
Tues, Thurs
Tues, Thurs
Mon, Wed
Mon, Wed
Tues, Thurs

$70
$125
$125
$125
$125
$125
$125

Notes
T-Ball, Coach Pitch and 8U:
Players receive t-shirt, hat, and medal
10U, 12U, 14U:
Players receive full custom uniform (jersey, pants,
hat) – there will not be a uniform fitting date, you
may refer to the size charts during registration
Family discount
$10 discount per each additional child in the
same family
GOLF OUTING FUNDRAISER
Saturday, July 13th REGISTRATION IS OPEN
Each team is required to donate a basket for raffle

Eligibility





Open to children ages 4-14 who reside within the
Gibraltar School District
SEBA divisions will be open to players outside of
Gibraltar School District based upon availability
T-Ball players must be 4 years old by April 30,
2019
Players will be placed in the appropriate division
based on birthdate :
T-Ball / Coach Pitch / 8U boys – age as of 4/30/19
10U, 12U, 14U baseball - age as of 4/30/19
8U, 10U, 12U, 14U softball – age as of 1/1/19

For the latest news and events join our Facebook page “Mini Marauders Baseball League”
Questions? minimarauders@gmail.com

