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Dear Parents and Guardians,
I hope the first two months of school has been an outstanding start to a great learning school year. As we move into the end of
the first quarter, please take a moment to check in on your child’s academic progress and feel free to reach out to your child’s
teacher(s), if you need additional help or support. A simple conversation starter with your child at the dinner table of, “tell me
about the most positive thing that happened in school today?” can get the conversation going. Keeping up with your child’s
official building’s Facebook page and Twitter accounts will also help you stay “in tune” to what amazing learning opportunities
your child is experiencing every day.
Our 1-1 roll out of technology is complete. Please check in on what your child is doing with their new devices, so many things
have changed since we were all in school and you will be amazed by the type of learning activities your child is doing and is
capable of doing. Many of our teachers have Google classroom, Seesaw and other interactive applications for you to see what
your child is learning in this 21st Century environment. We are confident that your student is getting the experiences they need to
be a contributing member to our global workforce.

Amy Conway
Superintendent

Spark’s Corner
Research shows that being happy and positive primes the
brain to be more successful and productive. Promoting
positivity will enhance our student’s academic ability and
develop them into happy and positive thinkers and
leaders. Each month we will highlight a building or staff
member that is spreading “The Orange” (Happiness)
through Gibraltar!
The month of October has been full of happiness,
kindness and lots of orange at Parsons Elementary
School. On October 1st, the students and staff wore lots
of orange to kick off the month. The staff orange squad
team also took the time to decorate the teachers’ lounge with lots of orange decorations and write positive, uplifting messages
and quotes on the tables in the lounge.
Their 21 Kindness Challenge also began on October
1st. This is their second annual year of implementing
the Kindness Challenge. During the twenty one day
challenge, the students and staff are challenged to
spread kindness in different ways to many people.
Some of the daily challenges have included sitting
next to someone different at lunch, playing with
someone new at recess, making happy posters for
the senior citizens, reading with a younger student,
and smiling at everyone you see in the hall on the
designated day.
The orange activities did not stop with the Kindness
Challenge or their big orange day. Mr. Peace, a national speaker on the topic of kindness, did an
amazing presentation to all of the Parsons students on October 15th. The students learned
about the importance of treating others with kindness. He reminded the students that they are all
miracles and have the same heart even though they all look and learn differently.

Their PTO has been so impressed with the positivity and kindness that is so evident at Parsons that they wanted to purchase an
orange kindness shirt for every student in the school. The front of the shirt has Pirates Choose Kindness on it and the back of
the shirt has their #ParsonsSpark building hashtag, that has become a contagious tagline among their students, staff, families,
and community.
Last but definitely not least, they had 103 students apply for their orange squad teams in the month of October. The staff was so
excited to see that so many students wanted to be a part of this team. These students take their job of promoting happiness,
kindness and positivity very seriously in their school. Some of their responsibilities include greeting students at their Town Hall
meetings, making placemats for the homeless shelters, writing letters to the Veterans, giving tours to new families at Parsons,
and so many more projects. We can’t wait to see what orange activities will be happening in the month of November at Parsons!

Carlson Students Learn Through Scientific Experimentation
Carlson High School science teachers and students have been learning
through experimentation. With the addition of our new technology and
the shifts that they have made to have students engage in more inquiry,
our students are participating in experiments more frequently and
interacting with scientific principles and concepts on a routine
basis. Some examples of ideas students have explored through
collaborative labs include expansion of the universe in Physical Science,
comparing cheek and onion cells to determine differences in plant and
animal cells, and calculating the number of molecules in a message. Through all of this exploration,
students are finding more connections to problems that scientists are examining today!

Channel 4 Recognizes Gibraltar Teacher-Christie DeAngelo
On Tuesday, October 23rd, Channel 4
spent the entire morning at Parsons
Elementary School. Suzanne Ciesielski
and other fifth grade families nominated
Mrs. DeAngelo for the Live in the D
Teachers Rock contest. Our very own
Gibraltar teacher was chosen out
of numerous teacher nominations across
Michigan. Christie then became a finalist in
the contest. Channel 4 reported that there
were over 20, 000 votes for the finalists.
The Channel 4 team surprised Mrs. DeAngelo with a $500 gift card, a bouquet of flowers, and a crystal award. Mrs. DeAngelo
thanked the community, district, administrator, coworkers, families and her students for the award. "She goes above and beyond
for her community and students. She is so deserving of this special recognition!" said her principal Kelley Villa. Congratulations,
Mrs. DeAngelo!

Downriver STEM @ Weiss
Fourth graders at Downriver STEM @ Weiss are learning about Energy and Energy Conservation in
science. DTE came out to give our Wildcats more information about what they can do to make a
difference at home and at school. Each student left with a DTE Energy Kit and a mission to be more
conscious of what they are doing to protect the Earth. Thank you DTE and Fourth grade for your hard
work in becoming more aware of going GREEN!

Food Service
Tuesday October 23rd was Apple Day and throughout the schools we served a variety of
Apple recipes, including Apple Crisp, Apple Slaw and local Apples.
We started more Orange Frog training with our Lunch Aide staff, two lunch aides from each
elementary school went October 9th and we plan on continuing to send two more each time
for training.
November -Watch the menu for our Thanksgiving Feast,
at each school the week of Thanksgiving.

and all the fixings, to be served

Carlson Boy’s Tennis Win Regionals and place 13th in the State!
Carlson Boy’s Tennis team has done it again! The boys captured their fourth straight
regional championship and placed 13th in the State overall! They went 12-3-1 this year
and won the Downriver League regular season and post-season tournament. Also, on
top of being great on the courts, they also earned a spot on the Academic All-State
team with a team GPA of 3.57. Coach Rocco Giorgi knows how to build a
championship team and has created a tennis dynasty downriver. Congratulations
Coach Giorgi and players for another successful and amazing season!

Carlson High School Hosts Purdue University’s Show Choirs!
Carlson High School hosted two musical
groups from Purdue University, the
Purduettes and Heart and Soul on October
28th. This free and entertaining concert was
brought to Carlson by Mr. Lawrence Raiha
and Faith Lutheran Church. We are grateful
for Mr. Raiha’s effort to bring such a
wonderful production to Carlson! Also would
like to thank Band Director David
Brockington, Choir Director Robert
Vandergriff, and CHS Principal Jessica
Shultz for helping to coordinate this amazing
event!

Lakeshore Virtual School
As the director of Lakeshore, I am continually amazed at how our program has improved and grown these past few years.
However, all of our success would not be possible without the great team that has been created. I would like to take this eblast
to acknowledge three critical people that help make Lakeshore great!
The first of these is our secretary, Antoinette Bilot. Antoinette has been an extremely positive presence on
our campus since her hire date. Whenever anyone comes on our campus she is always welcoming and
loving towards them. Additionally, she has greatly streamlined and organized all of our clerical process which
has helped all of our staff. Lastly, her record keeping has been phenomenal which has been very helpful in so
many situations.
The second person I want to highlight is our Math teacher/mentor, Kristine Moritz.
Kristine, is the type of person that brings laughter to our staff and students on a daily
basis. As a mentor, she consistently creates custom memes to engage her students.
Additionally, she pulls and tracks data often in order to set goals with students and make guardians
aware of their child’s academic process. Last year, her student attendance rates were amazing which
had to do with the consistent communication she maintained with all stakeholders.
The final person I want to highlight is our social studies teacher/mentor, Crystal Firsdon. Crystal has
been at Lakeshore since the beginning. Since her hire date, Crystal has truly
understood that Lakeshore has a very diverse population and adapted her teaching and mentoring to best
help our students. Crystal helped create and redefine many of the practices that are successful at
Lakeshore today. She has been a consistent leader from the start and has done so much to help build up
and support all of her colleagues.
Lakeshore continues to be an amazing option for students that need an alternative setting. However, all of
these improvements couldn’t have been possible without this phenomenal team!

“If you give a Student STEMTech, they’ll want to…”
This will be the 2nd full year of a 60 minute elementary STEMTech class in Gibraltar
Schools and all students are thriving! When you walk into a STEMTech classroom, you
feel a buzz of excitement, a sense of urgent problem solving, and the constant chatter of
collaboration.
If you give a student STEMTech, they’ll want to… TAKE A RISK! When students are
working together to improve the design of a fireworks rocket, they are collaborating on a
single design and melding many ideas. We learn about speaking your opinion and having
the courage to take a risk by sharing your ideas. It might not work, but it might be
amazing! Teaching students about risk taking and then providing the opportunity to try
out these skills is one of our goals in STEMTech. When our second and third graders are
using code.org to develop coding skills, they are asked to ‘risk a click.’ This means that they are making educated guesses while
using the website interface. It’s not always easy to figure out where you should click next, or what a program is asking you to do.
Developing risk taking skills while using devices will be incredibly beneficial to our students as they learn with technology
throughout their school career.
If you give a student STEMTech, they’ll want to… FAIL FORWARD! If you ask an elementary student what they’ve learned
engineers must do, don’t be surprised when they say, “Fail!” In all our engineering design challenges, STEM projects,
experiences coding and using technology, and collaborating on team challenges… failure is a necessary part of the process. We
learn that we must fail in order to succeed. As fifth graders designed their mini-Mars rovers and 1st graders coded Awbie with
their Osmo devices, they learn that engineers and computer programmers imagine, test and observe to see how best to revise
and improve. Without failure, we cannot move forward. Giving students the experience of failure teaches them how to learn from
this necessary life experience, and how to use it to grow.
If you give a student STEMTech, they’ll want to… TALK! If there’s one best practice that
finds its way into every single STEMTech class, it’s the power of productive talk. Students
simply cannot learn and grow in silence. Not only are our students provided with problems
they must talk to solve, we structure our classes with lessons to teach collaborative
learning skills. You’ll hear students saying, “What if we..”, “What do you think will
improve…”, “Did you see how that…” , “I think if you… then it will”, “So what you’re
saying…”, “Can you show me what you’re thinking?” STEM experiences lend themselves
to collaborative skills that then carry over into our students classroom experiences.
Overall, we’re very excited for our elementary STEMTech students to have this amazing
opportunity to learn 21st century skills and we can’t wait to show you what our youngest
and brightest Gibraltar students will want to do next!

Transportation Department Update
The Transportation Department celebrated National School Bus
Safety Week, October 22-26. The students and staff received
positive promotions to enforce safety week.
We are holding our annual “Fill the Bus” food drive at the bus
garage, located @ 28291 Fort Street. The bus will be out front for
you to drop off your items Monday through Friday 7:00am 5:00pm starting November 1st. We will be collecting nonperishable food and other daily needed supplies for the Gibraltar
Food Pantry. This is an opportunity for our community to come
together and help those in need. Our last day for collections will be Thursday, December 20th @ 12:00 noon.
We also want to take this time to wish you all Happy Holidays and thank everyone for their support of our mission to feed the
hungry in our community.

Chapman Elementary Receives Wellness Grant and Explores New Science Curriculum
Chapman Elementary is very excited to have received the Building Healthy
Communities: Step Up for School Wellness Grant through Blue Cross Blue Shield.
There are two different focus areas. One area focuses on physical activity and physical
education and the other focuses on healthy eating and nutrition education. With this
grant Chapman will be able to fund a health committee, have a fully-stocked playground
equipment cart with activity cards, an opportunity to send teachers to training and
professional development on the Michigan Health Curriculum.

Chapman students
with hands on activities!
excited about the new
curriculum. Mrs. Masland’s
forces with her class. Mrs.
grade class works together
to map out their community
means to be

Spectacular! Spectacular!
At the Direction of Band Director
David Brockington, Carlson High
School Marching band hosted 8
marching bands from around the
area in the Spectacular! Spectacular!
Band Competition. It was a fun filled
day and our CHS marching band did
an amazing job hosting and
performing!

SMS STEM Hovercrafts
In Mr. Kay’s and Mr. Dunwoody’s 6th grade STEMTech class, students built Hovercrafts to
overcome the effects of friction. The project allows students to experience the build and test
phases of the STEM process. After bringing in their materials, students work closely with the
classroom instructors to cut their wood and attach their plastic tarp. During this process, students
use math concepts such as measurement and diameter. After installing seat belt bolts for safety
and fitting leaf blowers, the students were ready to test. If the Hovercraft does not inflate, it’s back
to the drawing board to figure out what went wrong. After some adjustments, students are ready to
test again. Each team, consisting of four students, gets to test their Hovercraft in a game of human
bowling, by hurtling 90 feet on the Hovercraft, toward plastic cones. During the 1st marking period,
all 10 teams successfully created Hovercrafts that met the instructor’s expectations and overcame
friction! Great job Seahawks!
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