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Dear Parents and Guardians,
I hope your first month of school has been a great one! This is an exciting week of Homecoming with many events and activities
for students of all ages to take part in. Please join us for the Homecoming Parade on Friday through the streets of Gibraltar. The
parade starts at 5pm and ends at Carlson High School. If you are on Twitter or Facebook, please check out our sites to see the
roll out of our 1-1 technology for each student and all the STEM, 21st Century hands-on learning and more that is going on in our
classrooms around the district. We continue to strive to show a positive social media presence to promote learning, growing and
positive mindset. Research shows that a happy brain is a brain that can problem solve better, complete tasks more effectively
and leads to a more successful life. In Gibraltar, we are focusing on the work by Shawn Achor, called the Happiness Advantage.
Promoting positivity will enhance our student’s academic ability and develop them into happy and positive thinkers and leaders.
Over the course of this year, you will continue to hear about “spreading the orange” and the Happiness Advantage. I look
forward to sharing our positive journey with you.
Amy Conway
Superintendent

Spark’s Corner
Research shows that being happy and positive primes
the brain to be more successful and productive. Each
month we will highlight a building or staff member that
is spreading “The Orange” (Happiness) through
Gibraltar!
Positive choices, leadership skills and happiness are
all the “buzz” among the Hornets at Hunter. Hunter
Elementary is dedicated to supporting positive
behaviors and promoting leadership in the classroom.
In Mrs. Woehkle and Mrs. Poslaiko’s second
grade classroom, they are utilizing Brag Tags!
Brag tags are a simple and fun way to reward and motivate students to
meet academic, character and behavior goals! Brag tags give students
the opportunity to feel proud. The second grade teachers at Hunter are
using them to focus on improvement and goal setting. This initiative
helps motivate and excite students for both academic and character
growth. They even invited Mrs. Mullins down, and honored her with her
own Brag Tag. The positive support in 2nd Grade and throughout
Hunter Elementary is contagious.

Chapman Has an Exciting Start to the School Year!
This has been an exciting start to the new year for Chapman Elementary.
We are only a month into the school year and there has been a ton of
excitement and learning happening!
Teachers and students continue to reach new heights in math. I love the
excitement in the instruction and learning. Students are comparing numbers
in new ways, writing equations and building arrays with their peers. We are
also diving into the new Amplify science curriculum. The 4th graders were
able to use mini-solar panels to power mini-fans. It was so great to see
students use inquiry and application skills to build and power these simple
machines.
Chapman celebrated “Speak like a Pirate” day on the same day we were visited by State Representative
Darrin Camilleri. Representative Camilleri spoke to our third grade students about the importance of
government, specifically in MI and was a good sport about all the eyepatches and pirate hats.
On Monday, September 24th, Chapman Elementary had their ground breaking ceremony for the new gymnasium with students,
staff, families and guests. All the students wore construction hats to the site and were so excited to see the time capsule they all
helped to create be buried. Thank you to the Gibraltar community for voting Yes on the bond and making this all possible.
Students will soon have an area in the school where they can all congregate for assemblies and activities along with enhancing
our physical education classes. Barton Malow has been working closely with administration to ensure the least disruption as
possible to our student learning throughout the school year.

PBIS at Shumate
Shumate students and teachers took part in a super hero themed PBIS
kickoff assembly last week in which they learned how every Seahawk can
be “Super” at school. The PBIS team facilitated several interactive
activities with each grade level to help students learn the importance of
safe, respectful, and responsible behaviors. PBIS represents a proactive,
education-based approach to promoting positive student behavior. It may
not be gamma rays or a lightning bolt, but the PBIS program is helping to
transform our students into SUPER SEAHAWKS!

Downriver STEM @ Weiss
Students in Kindergarten are off to a fast start at Downriver STEM @ Weiss. On top of
learning about the rules and procedures of our school they are already learning their letters
and sounds using our Zoo Phonics program. This is a kinesthetic, multi-sensory approach to
learning all aspects of language arts, including vocabulary development and articulation,
based on phonics and phonemic awareness. And it’s FUN! Way to go Wildcats!

Hunter Elementary Introduces iPads
A bushel of apples is being delivered to Hunter Elementary School and not the type of apples you would usually
expect in late September and early October. Hunter Elementary received a bushel of Apple iPads. These iPads
are part of the Gibraltar School District initiative to have one to one technology for every student. The roll out of
elementary devices was very strategic and allows for our younger students to be fully acclimated and comfortable
with their new classroom setting. Furthermore a late September (early October) roll-out allows for teachers to
ensure all basic classroom routines were in place before introducing the devices. Increased technology coupled
with our new technology infrastructure and improved connectivity will help assure students can fully utilize the
unique features the iPads have. Hunter Elementary students celebrated their new Apple devices by nibbling on
some apple themed goodies.

Lakeshore Virtual School
As the director of Lakeshore, I would like to give everyone an opportunity to
learn about some of our awesome staff members at LVS. I am thrilled to
highlight our ELA teacher, Ms. Wagner and our Special education teacher, Mrs.
Swift. Ms. Wagner is a teacher that will literally work tirelessly to help her
students succeed. She takes pride in building relationships and it is evident that
her mentor students do better because of this. Mrs. Swift is constantly trying to
break down barriers that hinder student success. Last year she traveled to the
Trenton Library once a week just to work with a student that was unable to
come on our campus. Mrs. Swift has such a positive personality that makes
everyone on our campus happier. Lakeshore is extremely lucky to have these passionate, dedicated, and
caring teachers working to help our students reach their goals.

Cooperative for Special Education
Wednesday, October 3 is Count Day. Please encourage your student to attend school. The state of Michigan bases the
funding of school districts on the enrollment of students attending school on October 3. We don’t want your student to miss
school and for your district to miss out on the funding needed to support your child. Please work with your school attendance
office if you have any questions.
The Michigan Department of Education reminds school districts that 1% of students with an IEP should take MI Access,
Michigan’s alternate assessment. M-STEP is the appropriate assessment for most or all students with an IEP. Your student’s
teacher has been provided a flowchart to help the IEP determine if MI Access is the appropriate choice. You can also visit the
Michigan Department Education website regarding MI Access at https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_28463--,00.html
A student’s predicted performance and likelihood of scoring proficient on the M-STEP should never be used as a criteria for
selecting which assessment a student should take – Michigan Department of Education.

Transportation Department Update
Almost a month into the 2018-2019 school year and the Transportation Department is running smoothly. Inspections will start
soon, so we are preparing for that as well. Our new driver, Bob Wilson, is still in training and soon will take the road test and
start bus driving school. Our second bid day is October 3, 2018, so we might have some changes with different drivers and
routes, but the times should stay the same. If we have changes we will advise you at that time.

Happy Anniversary to July, August, September and October employees:
Melody Sherlock
Donna Belinc
Cherie Fraser
Katt McIntosh
Julie Szucs
Beth Fowler

July
July
July
July
July
August

17 years
17 years
17 years
16 years
6 years
30 years

Jo Jo Jeffery
Michelle Conrad
Melanie Palmatier
Katie Danley
Tammy Pugh
Dawn Dupie
Cindy Horvath

September
September
September
September
September
October
October

33 years
23 years
22 years
19 years
12 years
9 years
5 years

Escape Room Fun in Mrs. Drumm’s Class
The high school staff spent some time this month getting to know the students
and letting the students get to know their classes in a variety of ways. The new
Promethean boards were used by many as well as other very creative learning
activities using the new technology in the building. Mrs Drumm's classes
(pictured) used technology to do a clever and fun escape room. Mrs. Drumm
shared the winning team from each of her classes on twitter @amandadrumm2

Carlson Swimmer Accepts Offer to Swim at Xavier
State ranked swimmer Matthew Williams recently went on a visit to Xavier. On that college visit he
was offered a scholarship to swim in their NCAA division 1 program next year. Matt recently made
a commitment to accept that scholarship offer and continue his swim career at Xavier in the fall of
2019. The rigorous academic demands and competitive D1 swim program of Xavier will be a
perfect fit for this tremendous student-athlete.

Parsons Students do Hands-on Investigations!
Through hands-on investigation, Fourth Grade scholars at Parsons Elementary are exploring the parts and functions of various
systems in order to answer the over-arching question What is a System? Students first experienced how scientists research
and synthesize information by working together to read about Systems. Next, students worked in groups as engineers to build
their own simple system and see if they could get their designs/models to “function”.
Using our district’s new Amplify! Science curriculum each small group of students were provided their own fan, motor, cables,
solar panel and heat lamp in order to build and experiment with their own simple system. The “look” on our 4th grade scientists
faces when they experienced a successful design or determined how to manipulate their system was PRICELESS!

Curriculum Department Update – Director of Curriculum, Scott Wagner
Our new science curriculum resources are a big hit for teachers and
students alike! Students in Mr. Sikora’s 8th grade science class are
exploring a lesson about opposable thumbs while studying human genetics.
This is just one lesson in a Life Science unit on cells and genetics. Students
are going through multiple scenarios in which they are learning about how
life would be different without opposable thumbs. With the online component
to Bringing Science Alive by TCI, students are able to view online modules
and interactive activities that support the inquiry process taking place in the
classroom setting. They are truly #gettingsciencedone!

